CHAPTER FOURTEEN
KING   GEORGE   AS   A   FATHER
The Government did not forget the success of the Prince's
visits to Canada, Australia and New Zealand, and it was sug-
gested that he should be sent across the world once more, to
attempt the conquest of India. The peril of these restless years
increased as the story of the Prince unfolded. It seemed to
lead on, with growing tempo, to the state of mind in which
he signed his abdication in 1936. It is doubtful whether the
Government was justified in making this fresh demand upon
him, so soon after his return to England. Queen Mary had
been the first to protest against these dangers, and, when the
journey to India was proposed, she spoke once more. But
Government policy and political usage could not wait upon
the needs of a growing character. All the fixed principles upon
which the Prince's nature might have grown wrere once more
shaken. Even Queen Mary's infinite tact and wisdom could
not survive these gaps of separation, when her son moved like
a comet, beyond her control and beyond the kindly and wise
influence wilich she exercised. For most British people the
estrangement came suddenly, during the dark month of 1936,
but, for Queen Mary, it began ten years before, when an eager
and shortsighted Government exploited her son's charm and
talents to the full during a time when he should have re-
mained with his parents to prosper from their example. The
theme bears reiteration, for it is like a mournful chorus in a
Greek tragedy, warning us of the destruction with which the
story ends.
The family love wrhich might have sustained Prince Edwrard
was constantly interrupted and confused by Government plans,
and it must be an added reason for remorse when we realise
what the loss of his mother's influence must have meant to
him. At Osborne, Dartmouth and Oxford, Prince Edward had
not strayed too far from this wise, personal care. One recalls
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